Chromatin and histones: binding of tritiated actinomycin D to heterochromatin in mealy bugs.
The degree of actinomycin D binding to DNA in chromatin is dependent upon the state of repression of chromatin. Living cells bind three times more tritiated actinomycin to euchromatin than to genetically inactive heterochromatin. Extraction of histone results in a general increase in tritiated actinomycin binding and in a ratio of the uptake in heterochromatin to that in euchromatin approaching unity.